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New Family Justice Centers Coming to Five California Communities 

Grant Funding From California Family Justice Initiative Expands Domestic Violence and 
Sexual Assault Services 

San Diego CA ɀ September 1, 2011 ɀ Five new Family Justice Centers will open 

across California to provide comprehensive domestic violence and sexual assault services 

based on a model first introduced in San Diego in 2002.  The National Family Justice Center 

Alliance (NFJCA), based in San Diego, has helped develop fourteen Family Justice Centers in 

California in the last five years.  Now, with support from Blue Shield of California 

Foundation, the NFJCA will help develop five more Centers.  Through a competitive 

application process, the NFJCA has selected five communities to participate in the California 

Family Justice Initiative and expand the network of Family Justice Centers in California.  
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The five new Centers will be located in the following counties: 

Imperial County  

Alpine County (Inter-Tribal Council of California) 

Sacramento County 

Solano County 

Yolo County  

  

Family Justice Centers are multi-agency, co-located service delivery Centers for 

victims of domestic violence and sexual assault and their children.  The Centers provide one 

place in a community where victims can go to meet with a detective, talk to a prosecutor, 

work with an advocate, see a doctor or nurse, counsel with a chaplain, or access shelter, 

housing, and job training services.  The Family Justice Center model has been identified as a 

best practice by the U.S Department of Justice because of documented outcomes in existing 

Centers including: Reduced homicides; Increased accountability for offenders; Decreased 

recidivism; Better coordination of services for victims; Increased access to services; and 

better long-term economic outcome for victims and their children. 

                 

               "These Centers will save lives and make it easier for victims to get the help they 

need," said Casey Gwinn, President of the National Family Justice Center Alliance. "Without 

a Family Justice Center, victims have to go from agency to agency telling their story over and 

over again -- when they to do that they often give up and return to their abuser," said Gael 

Strack, Chief Executive Officer of the NFJCA. 

  

The California Family Justice Initiative is funded by Blue Shield of California 

Foundation.  The Initiative incorporates a Learning Exchange Model in which five member 

teams from each community work together as the new Centers develop.  The NFJCA 

provides training, learning tools, expertise, capacity, technology tools, and planning services 

to support the rapidly expanding statewide network of Family Justice Centers.  The NFJCA 

serves as the clearinghouse for model protocols, best practices, and innovative strategies to 

meet the needs of women, children, men, and families exposed to trauma and abuse.  
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The NFJCA will provide grants up to $25,000 to each of the new Centers in the 

second year of the Initiative along with intensive training, planning, and technical assistance 

throughout the two year Initiative. 

Three nationally recognized Family Justice Centers serve as Regional Training 

Centers for the Initiative:  the San Diego Family Justice Center (www.sandiegofjc.org); the 

Alameda County Family Justice Center (www.acfjc.org); and the Anaheim Family Justice 

Center (www.anaheimfamilyjusticecenter.org).  

  

"Every county in California needs a Family Justice Center and every local police 

department should be supporting this model.  It is the natural extension of community 

oriented policing," said Anaheim Police Chief John Welter, who founded the Anaheim Family 

Justice Center and represents the California Police Chiefs Association on the Initiative's 

Advisory Committee. 

  

"Family Justice Centers should be supported by every elected official that cares 

about stopping family violence in California," said Alameda County District Attorney Nancy 

O'Malley, the visionary behind the Alameda County Family Justice Center.  "Victims want 

and need Family Justice Centers and it is exciting to see Centers developing with their own 

unique approaches all over the state," said Reena Becerra, a survivor and Chair of the San 

Diego Family Justice Center VOICES Committee (www.voicesnfjca.org).  

 
 The Alpine Tribal Family Justice Center (TFC) will be the first of its kind.  Inter-

Tribal Council of California, Inc. (ITCC) carries on a legacy of uniting tribal people in 

California standing together as we have always done with respect for each other, caring for 

our families and communities, building for future generations, keeping our traditions and 

cultural practices alive.  Our tribal association administers a Family Violence Prevention 

and Services Program (FVP&SP) serving over 800 victims and their children during the 

most recent program year.  These victims and children predominately reside in rural areas 

of California.  We have offices located in close proximity to tribal lands located in rural 

isolated areas where our tribal people experience multiple barriers to accessing services.  

Due to the rural location and distance from service centers, a majority of victims and their 

children are unable to secure services for many of the challenges they face as they seek to 

recover from victimization.  High unemployment, lack of jobs and limited income, many 

victims and their children are re-victimized and their perpetrators often go without any 

http://www.sandiegofjc.org/
http://www.acfjc.org/
http://www.anaheimfamilyjusticecenter.org/
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consequences.  Thus the rates of domestic violence, sexual assault and family violence are 2 

to 3 times the national average. 

 The Family Justice Center model provides greater opportunities for victims and 

children to achieve improved and longer lasting outcomes.  Our tribal association has 

worked for decades to promote inclusion of tribal people in systems of care and finds that 

the FJC model supports our cultural perspective of holistic, wrap around services, multi-

disciplinary approach to creating healthier, more stable and safe environments for our 

tribal children and families.  It is said that it takes a village to raise a child and from our 

cultural perspective, the FJC model brings this element of support for the hundreds of tribal 

families victimized by the violence they are exposed to. 

  

Therefore it is an honor to have been selected as one of the five new California sites 

as we bring California Native American cultural competency to the table.  I would like to 

thank the Woodfords Washoe Community and Washoe Tribe of NV & CA for their support.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Connie Reitman-Solas 

ITCC Executive Director 
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